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Abstract 
This paper examines how men and women use and perceive ellipsis. The aim of the research is to 
reveal gender peculiarities of using and perceiving elliptical sentences in Russian colloquial speech. 
To achieve the aim it was necessary to examine the notion “ellipsis” and to define kinds of elliptical 
constructions; to study the procedure of carrying out a “questionnaire”; to reveal the peculiarities of 
using ellipsis according to the data of the questionnaire; to determine the frequency of using ellipsis 
by men and women; to define the peculiarities of perceiving ellipsis in gender linguistics. The 
object of the research is the dialogical units with ellipsis and without it. The subject of the research 
is the peculiarities of using and perceiving elliptical constructions in Russian colloquial speech. The 
principle of economy in a language appears in pronunciation, morphology and syntax. In speech, 
economy is realized through ellipsis, substitution and syntactical reduction. 
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                                    ✦ 

1. The principle of economy in language and in speech 

According to the viewpoint, which exists in physiology, cogitative area is the sphere, in 
which the principle of economy in man’s activity is revealed. “A person will never strain 
memory and recollect particular details, if it’s not required in these very circumstances”, 
Serebrennikov (1970) notes. The principle of economy in language appears in different 
forms: in pronunciation, morphology and syntax. In the modern linguistic literature the 
tendency to efficient expression of certain contents is defined by the term “compression”. 
The principle of economy functions both in a language system and in speech. It is 
necessary to remember that we should distinguish economy in language and economy in 
speech, as the ways of its realization are different. In speech, economy is realized through 
ellipsis, when a part of the utterance is omitted as redundant; through substitution, when a 
part of the sentence is formed into a word-combination, and through syntactical reduction 
(Malinovich, 1968). Compression is a particular type of transformation that is based on 
the immanent features of a language system. Compression makes extended syntactical 
constructions easier but able to convey the same information content as in the detailed 
constructions (Vachek, 1955). 
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2. The notion of ellipsis 

According to the view of many scientists, including Latyshev (2008), the problem of 
researching ellipsis is one of the most controversial in linguistics. According to the notion 
given in the dictionary of linguistic terms of Akhmanova (1966), ellipsis is the omission 
of the member of an utterance that is easily reconstructed in this context or situation.  

Some scientists, including Lekant (2004), view ellipsis as a syntactical phenomenon. 
He stresses that ellipsis is the reduction of a verbal word-combination in a sentence or the 
elimination of a verbal constituent. Skoblikova (2006) defines this notion in a similar 
way. According to her interpretation ellipsis is the omission of an easily implied member 
of a sentence (from a Greek word “elleipsis” – omission, deficiency, shortage). Ellipsis is 
examined in a stylistic aspect by Kuznets & Skrebnev (1960) and Nelubin (2007). 
According to the notion of Nelubin (2007), ellipsis is a stylistic figure concluding in the 
omission of an implied member of a sentence. Kuznets & Skrebnev (1960) consider that 
ellipsis, a characteristic feature of colloquial speech, is not always a consciously used 
stylistic figure. It is most often caused by the hurry of a speaker and tendency to the 
shortness of speech. In the directed speech of characters in fiction literature, ellipsis leads 
to representation of natural or excited conversation. On the whole, ellipsis aims to 
strengthen the emotionality of speech (Kuznets & Skrebnev, 1960).  

3. Elliptical sentences and their classification 

Barhudarov (1996) defines an elliptical sentence as the one, in which at least one word is 
presented by a zero variant. Deficient sentences are divided into contextual and 
situational. Contextual are the sentences with the unnamed members of a sentence, which 
were mentioned in the context: in the nearest sentences or in this very sentence (Valgina, 
2003). Situational are incomplete sentences with the unnamed members, which are clear 
from the situation. In these sentences common “speech situation” compensates ellipsis 
(Valgina, 2003).  

Elliptical sentences can be also classified according to the omitted member of a 
sentence. Buzarov (2008) defines four main groups of sentences, taking into 
consideration the omitted element. The first group includes the sentences, in which the 
subject is omitted. It can be conveyed by the personal pronoun of the first person 
singular, the pronoun “it” and the introductory subject “there”. According to the 
classification of Buzarov, the second group is formed by the sentences with the omitted 
subject and a part of the predicate. The auxiliary verb or the link-verb are most frequently 
omitted parts of the compound predicate. The third type of elliptical sentences, according 
to Buzarov, are the sentences, in which both main members are omitted: the subject and 
the whole predicate. The sentences, in which the whole predicate is omitted, form the 
fourth group in the classification of Buzarov (2008).  

4. The peculiarities of ellipsis in dialogical speech 

A dialogue is one of the main types of communication, based on speech interaction. 
Dialogical speech is the form of speech that is characterized by changing roles of 
participants of a conversation. They can take either the role of a speaker or the role of a 
listener. Every dialogue is characterized by changing the utterance, and every new 
utterance is formed on the basis of the previous one. Dialogical speech has its own 
patterns of formation, which are caused by the conditions and the aim of communication. 
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A dialogical unit, the combination of two or several remarks, includes the initiating reply 
and the reacting reply.  

Ellipticity of sentences is a characteristic feature of dialogical speech. Elliptical 
sentences are most frequently used in reacting replies, because the speakers who answer a 
question do not need to repeat the information introduced earlier. Non-verbal components 
of communication can replace any member of the sentence. In the cases when non-verbal 
components realize a communicative role, elliptical constructions cannot be completed 
without taking these components into consideration. “If the meaning of a reply is clear 
without non-verbal components and there is connection between the utterances, non-
verbal components are not necessary or minor” (Dubovtseva, 1988).  

5. Ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech 

Every person has two types of sex: a biological sex and a socio-cultural sex – gender. 
Gender is a social sex that defines a person’s behavior in the society and the way it is 
perceived. Gender is also a set of social expectations and norms, values and reactions, 
which form separate traits of a personality.  

In the research of ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech it was noted that when 
characters form their utterances, they use ellipsis of the main members (a subject in 
combination with a part of a predicate) more often than ellipsis of the subordinate 
members. The next position is taken by the sentences, in which a subject and the whole 
predicate are not verbalized. In dialogical speech participants of communication often 
omit the main members of a sentence in combination with subordinate ones.  

The similar elliptical constructions are used both by men and women, but the 
frequency of their using in women’s speech is much higher than in men’s. Women use 
ellipsis in speech more often than men do. Women’s speech is characterized by quick 
speed, excitement, that’s why it has a great number of omissions. Men’s speech is 
reserved and logically structured. However, definite elliptical constructions are also 
observed in men’s speech. Men’s speech is characterized by the omission of both the 
main and the subordinate members in combination with the main ones. The analysis of 
pragmatic peculiarities of elliptical sentences in the novels of modern British authors 
showed that ellipsis with pragmatic effect was used more often than unintentional 
omission of the members. The main pragmatic functions of ellipsis are conveying 
emotions and influencing the interlocutor. Women use ellipsis with pragmatic effect more 
often than men do. The aim of women’s communicative behaviour is to convey much 
information in a certain period of time, that’s why women use ellipsis with the purpose of 
saving time much more often than men do. Women’s speech is marked by emotionality, 
which is achieved by ellipsis with an expressive function.  

The analysis of stereotype elliptical constructions in the situations of expressing 
gratitude revealed that these constructions were used both in men’s and women’s speech, 
but more often in women’s speech. It’s explained by the fact that women’s 
communicative behaviour is characterized as more humane. Women are used to value 
things from the positive side, that’s why in women’s speech we can observe the sentences 
with unintentional omissions that contain positive speech intention (Solovyova, 2012).  
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6. The peculiarities of using and perceiving ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech 

(on the data of the questionnaire) 

A questionnaire is a set of some sentences, printed on the paper or presented on the 
monitor. For the present research we have carried out a questionnaire that consisted of 
two parts. Forty informants (twenty male and twenty female) were to answer several 
questions and complete the questionnaire forms. Two age groups participated in the 
questionnaire: grown-ups of “21-57” and students of “12-14” years old. The first stage of 
the research was directed to the revelation of the peculiarities of using ellipsis. In the 
second stage of the research we investigated how gender features influence the perceiving 
of ellipsis. As a result of the questionnaire we got forty questionnaire forms, on the basis 
of which we analyzed the peculiarities of using and perceiving ellipsis in gender 
linguistics.  

6.1. The peculiarities of using ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech 

The results of the first stage of the research show that men and women use elliptical 
sentences in speech more often than full ones. In the age group of “21-57” it was marked 
that men used ellipsis in the answers twice oftener than full sentences. In women’s speech 
of the same age group, elliptical sentences were also more generally used than full 
constructions. 

  

1. Frequency of using ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech of the age group of “21-57” 

The 
number of 
a question 
Type of 
speech 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 The whole 
number of 
elliptical 
sentences 

The whole 
number of 
sentences 

Frequency of 
elliptical 

sentences in % 

Men’s 
speech 

7 4 6 10 9 8 1 45 70 64, 3 

Women’s 
speech 

3 7 3 10 8 6 3 40 67 59, 7 

 

In the age group of “12-14” male students used elliptical constructions not much oftener 
than full ones. In women’s speech ellipsis was used twice oftener than full sentences. 

  

2. Frequency of using ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech of the age group of “12-14” 

    The 
number of 
a question 
Type of 
speech 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 The whole 
number of 
elliptical 
sentences 

The whole 
number of 
sentences 

Frequency of 
elliptical 

sentences in % 

Men’s 
speech 

6 6 1 10 8 7 2 40 70 57, 1 

Women’s 
speech 

6 5 6 10 9 8 2 46 70 65, 7 

 

 



The peculiarities of using and perceiving ellipsis in men’s and women’s 
speech 

237 

 

 

 

6.2. The peculiarities of perceiving ellipsis in men’s and women’s speech 

Additionally, the results of the second stage define if men and women possess complete 
knowledge of the notion “ellipsis” and what the most important thing in communication 
is. The analysis of the acquired data reveals that men use reduced constructions to express 
their emotional state. Women consider that with the help of reduced structures it can be 
easier to inform the interlocutor. The informants of the second age group think that 
reduced structures help to save the time in communication. According to the results of the 
questionnaire, six men out of ten want to learn what ellipsis is. However, women of the 
same age group are less interested in this notion. In the second age group five male and 
six female informants want to obtain the information about ellipsis. One male student 
marked that he had already known the notion “ellipsis”.  

Answering the question about the members of the sentence that are more frequently 
omitted, six out of ten men of the age group of “21-57” said: subordinate members of the 
sentence. Six out of ten women of the same age group chose the third variant – the 
subject.  

 
3. The number of answers to the questions connected with perceiving of ellipsis in men’s and women’s 
speech of the group “21-57 years old” 

The 
number of 
a question 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

The variant А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В 

Men’s 
speech 

4 5 1 3 5 2 1 6 3 2 5 3 3 1 6 4 4 2 6 4 0 

Women’s 
speech 

3 3 4 2 6 1 1 3 6 0 6 4 3 0 7 2 5 2 1 7 2 

 

The acquired data can be explained by the certain peculiarities of men’s and women’s 
speech. Men use nouns and adjectives more often than women, whereas, women use 
more verbs in speech. Men’s speech is characterized by clarity, that’s why building up an 
utterance, a man will more likely omit the subordinate members of the sentence, leaving 
the most significant components. The sentences of women are more extended, as a rule. 

It’s necessary to mention that in the age group of “12-14” both male and female 
students omit the subordinate members of a sentence most often. The sixth question of 
the questionnaire was directed to the revelation of the notion “gender”. We analyzed the 
answers of the questionnaire form and made conclusion that women were more 
competent in this notion. Five women out of ten chose the right variant. Four men chose 
the first variant and four men the second. Thus, only four out of ten men know that 
gender is a social sex, which defines the behavior of a person in the society. Seven out of 
ten men of the second age group chose the right variant. Only two out of ten inquired 
women chose the right variant, the rest eight answered that they did not know what the 
notion “ellipsis” meant.  
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4. The number of answers to the questions connected with perceiving of ellipsis in men’s and women’s 
speech of the age group of “12-14” 

The 
number of 
a question 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

The variant А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В А Б В 

Men’s 
speech  

8 2 0 2 7 1 1 8 1 3 6 1 2 1 7 0 7 3 5 3 1 

Women’s 
speech 

6 2 2 1 9 0 1 6 3 1 6 3 0 0 10 0 2 8 6 4 0 

 

Thus, if to compare the data of two age groups we can conclude that in the age group of 
“21-57” women know the notion “ellipsis” better than men, but in the age group of “12-
14” – men are more versed in “ellipsis”. Six men out of ten want to learn what ellipsis is. 
Women of the same age group are less interested in this notion. “Ellipsis” was interesting 
only to one inquired woman. In the second age group, five male and six female 
informants were interested in getting information about “ellipsis”. Two women of the 
first age group noted that they were not interested in the notion “ellipsis” at all. In the 
second age group only one inquired male student was absolutely indifferent to this 
notion. At the same time one male student noted that he had already known this notion. 
Thus, we can conclude that the notion “ellipsis” was more interesting to the age group of 
“12-14”.  
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Appendix                                                       

 

The questionnaire 

Dear citizens of Cherepovets! 

We ask you to take part in the research on the topic: 

 “The peculiarities of using and perceiving ellipsis in gender linguistics.” 

You should answer the questions of the questionnaire. It’s not difficult to fill in the form. Please, circle the 

variant that seems to be the most appropriate one. If there is no such answer, write it down yourself. The 

questionnaire is anonymous, it’s not necessary to point your name, surname and patronymic. The results of 

the questionnaire will be used in a generalized form. Your opinion is important for us! 

Age__________ 

Gender______________ 

 

I. If someone asks you these questions, what will you answer?  
1.  – Hi! How are you? 

А) Hi! Everything is good. 

Б) Hi! OK. 

2. – What will you do at the weekends? 

А) Rest. 

Б) I haven’t decided yet. I will tell you later. 

3.  – Are you going somewhere on May holidays? 

А) No, we won’t go anywhere this time. 

Б) On a journey with my friends. 

4. – What do you usually do at the weekends? 

Б) We prefer to go to the cinema. 

В) Different things: depends on mood. 

5. – Hi! How are the photos, which I sent you? 

А) Rather good. 

Б) The photos are of high-quality this time. 

6. – What do you think about participating in a collective arrangement? 

А) I will participate in it with great pleasure!  
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Б) A good idea!  

7. – What exactly don’t you understand in this material? 

А) The methods of calculation. 

Б) Everything is clear to me now. 

 

II. Mark the variant that seems to be right. 
 

1. What is the purpose of using “reduced constructions” in a language? 

А) They help to economize the time of communication. 

Б) They help to express the emotional state of a speaker. 

В) With the help of “reduced constructions” we can report information to our interlocutor better. 

2. Tendency to shortness is characteristic for: 

А) Monological speech. 

Б) Dialogical speech. 

В) Monological and dialogical speech. 

3. What members of a sentence are more often omitted by the speaker? 

А) The main members.  

Б) The secondary members. 

В) The subject. 

4. If some members of the sentence are omitted, what helps us to understand the sense of the utterance? 

А) Gestures and facial expression. 

Б) Context or situation. 

В) Intonation. 

5. What is the most important thing in communication? 

А) To evoke the desirable reaction in an interlocutor. 

Б) To influence an interlocutor. 

В) To report information to a listener. 

6. What is “Gender”? 

А) “Gender” is a biological notion. 

Б) “Gender” is a social notion defining person’s behavior in a society. 

В) I don’t know exactly what this notion denotes. 
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7. Would you like to learn what “Ellipsis” is? 

А) Yes, it will be interesting for me. 

Б) If I hear this notion somewhere, I will ask what it means.  

В) No, I’m not interested in it. 
 

Thank You for participation! 

 


